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PART VIII

CHAPTER VI CONCLUDED
But what a fight Down in the

depths of the gorge sheltering them ¬

selves as best they could from occa-
sional bullet and frequent bowlder
hurled from up the heights tome forty
blue uniformed troopers were falling
slowly back before the ceaseless on¬

slaught of a foe they could neither see
nor rcah Just aKelly had feared
Lieutenant Crane had been lured into-
a trap and the supporting platoon
reaching him could only share his pre-
dicament

¬

Just how far up the can ¬

yon he had succeeded in following the
trail was now 3matter of little conse-
quence

¬

Crane and his men were
making the best of their way out
bringing their wounded with them-
It was thefirst lesson a bitter one
and one that would have been far
more tragic but for the coming of
their better led comrades along the up-
per

¬

trai Long before Kelly could
single Apache the Apaches

had caught sight of them and then
darting from rock to rock slinking
from tree to tree away sped the lithe
sinewy fellows out of rifle range Only-
a few long distance or random shots
were exchanged between Turner and
the invisible scattering foe and Cranes
fellows sending up stentorian cheers
from the ntream bed below drowned-
for the moment the roar of the waters
Throwing out some keen shots as j

skirmishers to prevent the reappear-
ance

¬

o Indians Thornton and his
J

i
l

tU
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troop leader signaled Crane to fall-
back to a poiit where the Sandy flowed
in smooth tranquil reach for a hun ¬

dred yards or so and there one side
climbing down the height the other
climbing up the were able to
contpale notes

The first question was as to Cranes
losses Several horses killed three
abandoned and two men wounded

But said he theyve cleaned out
some Mexican outfit a mile up stream
We almost caught them at it And
so leaving the wounded with the guard
and attendants to make the
their way back to the old post the two
Commands again pushed on up stream
Crane on the lower and Thornton fol ¬

lowing the uppertrail both parties In
single file Turner kept the front well
covered by a few skirmishers Half
an hours march brought them around
a wooded point and there deep down
In p gorge just at the spot where
Sant camped that luckless night
two years before under the burning
blue of the midsummer skies lay the
wreck of anotner outfit Flood and
fury had scattered the of
the former party broadcast down the

L canyon Fire and flame and Tontorbullet or barb had huddled those of
the second into a blackened hideous
heap Crane had followed in very
truth the trail of the raiders at KellysJt ranch but the murderers of the luck-
less

¬

were his own country ¬

menthe robbers of Kellys corral were
Iilanuel Cardoza and the genial Mun ¬
cey Here were the stiffening car-
casses

¬

of the old sergeants pets here
the half dozen pack mules packs and
all here the mutilated remadns of thepoor devils whom Cardoza had aban ¬ I

doned for up the canyon went the shod
hoof tracks of American horses Overtakpn by Apaches two wellmounted
leaders had left their humble
V light it out as best they culdfolower
who could be the cowardly pair butftlunoey and Cardoza-

Extinguishing the smoldering firesgathering up such contents of the sad ¬

dle bags and apPreoes as were un ¬
damaged toy Cranes par¬
ty watched by Thorntons from the opprlte heights slowly remounted andset forth on their return If Fostercomes through the mountains with histroop tcl him well join him at the
old a few hours sang out themajor from across the stream Wevegot to come lack for something to eat
soon as we scout to the north side and
If this be a specimen of Apache busi ¬

ness added Thornton to himself as hei slowly remounted its too complicated
canmaifrninc for meAnd fao by noon that sultry and long
remembered day after burying the
murdered Mexicans under calms of
stones Crane and his wear men jog-
ging

¬

back within hail Sgnal Butte
while Major Thornton with Turner and
some twenty hungry troopers PUS11enorthward determined to scout
9rro to the Prescott road Turner stillrrt his skirmishers ahead There
was no telling where the Indians might
open on te from rock or precipice or
tree KIy raging in his heart to
think he had lost his mules and
herdsman through such scoundrels as
Murcey and Cardoza attached himself
closely to Turner with whoe judgment and foresight he was
pressed It was extremely hot and the
water in the canteens utterly undrlnk
able The horses too were suffering
but it was impossible to get them
own the steep to the dashing stream
00 even when after an hours weary
jnrbhing over the upland trail they
caima in sight of the broad valley of thei SjMdy above the range Thornton de
Jlded to go on down to the lowlandr and water before starIngturn It was high noon at scorching noon and the mens eyelids
were blistered iy the fierce rays of an
unclouded sun They were hungry ton
for not one had bite or sup since coffee-
at dawn but they bit at ther plug to
bacco and jogged silently on and up Jothe monvs of their thing sitagain of the old trail that wound be¬

side the Sandy not an Indian had been
seen or heard of Now there rose
into mid air a little dust clould far out
year the Prescott road telling of some
party in rapid movement Muncey
ilnd Cardoza skipping for nil theyre
worth hazarded Kelly but Turner

ed shook his head < That clouds coming
lSils way saidhe and coming fast

itjs some of our own people

tand
c-

V

I °
V T

1 And so it proved Less than half
jJan hour later down by the splashing
waters the two came to-
gether

¬

Comrades of the same regi-
ment

¬

vet from stations miles apart
The sunburned dustcovered fellows
from far up the Sandy rode into the
welcoming ranks of Retribution

of the Indians was nat¬

urally the first inquiry and rapidly
officer to officer man to man the two
parties exchanged views The captain-
of the little party from Camp Sandy
was a soldierly fellow Tanner by-
name and with him were two or three

I

experienced scouts Al Zieber was one
a man who knew Apaches and Ari-
zona

¬

I even as their old guide Buffalo
Bill knew the Pawnees and the

I nlains There isnt a hostile west of
the Sandy this day said he Theyve-
all had their Mump anddone what
damage they could and now theyre
skipping back to the Mongollon coun-
try

¬

But Zieber looked grave and
troubled when told of the deeds of the
previous night They are little de¬

tached war parties said Ie We
may strike one of them down near the
springs but I doubt it

I In brief conference the officers de-
cided

¬

what should then be done Tan-
ner

¬

sent his lieutenant with a scout
and twenty men down along the north
face of the Socorro to find Foster and
follow full speed any of the straggling
Apaches whose trails they might dis¬

cover hoping even yet to recapture
Leon Then the pack train came up
and presently cook fires were blazing-
in the timber and from the Camp
Sandy supplies a hearty dinner was
served out to Thorntons men while
Tanner proposed his plan My in-
structions

¬

said he were to leave an
escort of twenty men here at the ford

ELLS AMBULANCE

ofcers

possessions

Bustamente

detachments

for the generals ambulance He is
I hurrying down from Presott and
should be here by sunset We have a

i little party to meet him at the ranch
over toward Willow creek Now you
and your men and horses need a few
11Ur rest Suppose you stay here

f your detachment and Ill take my
men and see what we can find up
yonder in the hills and Tanner point-
ed to the Socorro Leons captors

i may be waiting there for darkness be¬

fore attempting t cross the open coun-
try toward the Mogollon You can
have four hours sleep and be ready to
ride on to Retribution with the general
tonight-

So said so done Captain Tanner
called up his men saddled and
away horntons horses were roe

j
good fee of barley from the pack

t train with a small herd guard on
duty the rest of the command sprawl-
ed anywhere where they could find

time
shade and were snoring in ten minute

The sun went down red in the western
sky The smoldering fires In the sandybottom began to glow with the deepenlIng twilight One after another the

i ropers began to awaken stretch andyawn and ask if further news hadcome and just at nightfall one of Tan ¬

ners sergeants brought in three jade-
dchilansFergson and his friends

hunted Muncey
without success All day they had hid ¬

den from Apaches who at dawn saidthey were thick aleaves in the SoI corro and Ferguson was loud in dis¬
gust at the escape of two arch thieves
And not ten minutes after they came in
from the south covered with dust and
drawn by six spanking mules with a
dozen grimy troopers as escort the gen ¬

erals big black ambulance drove In
from the north

I First to emerge from the interior was-a snappy aid de camp followed quicklyby the grave quietmannered chiefhimself
Whats the truth about Munceysparty asked the aide in a gasp He

and a Mexican rode by us like mad
said theyd been cleaned out complete ¬
ly and were so demoralized they couldnot stop

Only a case of diamond cut dia-
mond

¬

answered Thornton briefly
They had been running off horses

mules and boys for what I know and
the Apaches caught them red handed
These gentlemen said he
Fergusbn and his party indIotngthefor horse stealing and all of us Ifancy for boy stealing

A tall man in scouting dress was
Backing out of the ambulance at the

I moment helping a bright blue eyed
lad to alight He turned in quick

j anxiety
boyLeon a the general asked What

sir Little MacDuff If he
wasnt with Muncey Im sorely afraid

I the Apaches have got him
Whereupon the blueeyed boy burstinto tears Oh father he cried
havE we come too late after all

CHAPTER VII
Major Cullen hastening back to the

field of duty had made much quicker
time than even he had thought possi-
ble

¬

Alighting from the Central Pa
cHic express at the Oakland wharf at
8 oclock of the fair June evening the

i little party was met by an aiddecamp
lof the general commanding the mili
jItary division of the Pacific whose
i headquarters were in San Francisco-
and athey steame across the beauti ¬

ful bay great city of the
Golden Gate wit its myriad
and rivaling reflected Ugt

t the stars the latest tidings fromApacheland were unfolded The mili ¬
tary telegraph the pioneer of its kindhad not then been strung across theMohave desert and all comuniction and nearest
Wilmington
telegraph satonDrum Backat
was by courier or buckboard catand titwas here Instead of In Arizona tfli2t
for a time the department commanderhad been allowed to their
office It was here that the news of
the revolt at the reservation was re ¬

eve by the new commander herehad wired to Cullen and re-
ceived

¬

his reply here a few dstys
later that tttiere was brought to him
the tidIng oQthe general uprising

predecessors the new gen ¬

eral commanding this remote field de
dded thatthe place from which to di ¬

rect operations was not Drum Bar-
racks

¬

several hundred miles from the
scene but the heafc of the Indian
country and thither he went fast abuckboard could bear him

Tell Cullen hell find me somewhere-
in the Sandy valley or Tonto Basin
he said to his adjutantgeneral as he
drove away and this message wplace in Cullens hands a with

devoted wife by his side and
Randy looking eagerly into his face he
was borne swiftly over the dancing w-
ater

¬

That means that the general expects
them to leave the mountains and raid

and settlements said he re-
flectively

¬

Whats the first stage or
steamer down the coast

Nothing now before tomorrow
night wthe reply unless you can
catch the Maritana Shes off for
Santa Barbara and Wilmington with
supplies and ammunition in about an
hour iZis Cullen gave a little shiver
and drew closer to her soldier husbands-
side but said no word She knew that
what he conceived to be the soldiersduty would rule

Then you and Randall will go with
Captain Thorp to mothers he gently
said after a moments thought andI will take the boat

But when the Maritanai sailed thatnight the majors family went with
him Mrs Cullen calmly announced
her intention of going back to Arizona
with her husband and accepting the
warmly proffered hospitality of thegenerals wife until their new quarters
should be in readiness The mall buck
board went on across the California
desert within an hour of the Marltanas arrival and while Mrs Cullenwcordially welcomed by the little
colony of army wives and mothers atWilmington her husband and her only
son hurried on to overtake the chief
It was with infinite misgiving that shelet Randall go but the boy pleaded
with all his heart and soul and thefather decided I promised him that
Tie should cross the desert with me
he said instead of going round by seaas he has both ways thus far and hewill be as safe at Prescott or CampSandy or Retribution as he is herand Mrs Cs house is crowded now
He Is wild to meet Leon again and thetwo boys can remain together at thepst while Im in the field Im only

the fun will be all over beforewe get there
And so it was settled

To be concluded next Sunday

TIE ARIZONA KICKER

AGood Obituary of Mr White a Dud
3Iim Front Montana

The first case of suicide ever known-
in the history of this town which was
founded in 1872 occurred last week and
the name of the victim was John White
Mr White used to be a bad fan in
Montana and for a number of years
he buried three or four men per year
and sailed around under the sobriquet-
of Deadshot Jack Two years ago
he developed cataract of the eye andfor the last six months has only beenable to get about The other day hewas told by the doctor that he wouldnever be able to kill another man un ¬
less he got him down and choker himto death and the information had avery depressing effect He replied thatlife would not be worth the living un ¬
der such circumstances and a fewhours later he hung himself In the shedin the rear of the Last Buffalo saloonWe can real some good points aboutMr neveinterrupted bus ¬
iness by killing man in the daytime
and he generally arranged things forthe funeral to occur on Sunday just
in time for the mourners to get back tothe horse race He was a man of strictveracity If he sent a word to fellowcitizen that be would call and perforate
his anatomy on a certain date he wasthere to the hour rain or shine Hekept no man waiting to be shot Whehhe remarked to a citizen that one orthe other of them must change cli ¬
mates if both were to live on and thatprevious engagements prevented
his going the other man sawthe case in a proper light
and started for New Iexico

11 White had no particular religion
he believed that the world was

created in six days and that there wasa deluge We believe he killed threedifferent men who didnt exactly be¬
hove as he did One of them was willIng to admit that it might have rainedfor thirtyeight days and nights buthe stood pat on that We have reasons
for believing that Mr White was al ¬
ways sorry he shot this man Some
bad men shoot indiscriminately andwithout regard to public benefit MrWhite was not of this class So far as
we can learn he always removed peo ¬
ple who could well be spared and
whose taking off actually improved so ¬
ciety While he could not be classed-as an eccentric he had queer methodsFor Instance when he came here he
had a check on the bank The bankerasked him to identify himseJf Mr
White took the ace of spades fromhis pocket placed it in the muzzle ofhis sixshooter and resting the fire-
arm

¬
on the shelf of the cashiers win ¬

dow he offered to shoot his identity
through the bankers body While the
offer was respectfully declined with
thanks Mr White got his money
Again on the Southern Pacific road
when a conductor questioned his right
to proceed on a layover check two
weeks old Mr White laid so many
guns and knives and arguments on
the seat beside him that he was in ¬

vited to ride the whole length of the
line on a ticket calling for a trip ofonly fifty miles We not only at ¬

tended his funeral In person
but contributed half the expense
and we dont expect ever to be sorry
for it We have a few better men leftbut we are satisfied that he did the
best he could under the circumstances

ABOUT DIVIDENDS The Kicker is
in receipt or a letter from a widow inSt Louis who says that she holds 5000
worth of stock in the Deep Gulch Sil-
ver

¬

mine and wants to know what isbeing done and why her dividends arenot forwarded We will cheerfully re ¬
spond with such information as we
have been able to collect up to dateThe Deep Gulch mine was located by aman who called on us at a subsequent
date to explain that he intended to de-
vote

¬

at least half the output to supply ¬
lug the African heathen with plug hatsrusset shoes and blue glass spectacles
He was a juicy talker and Induced us
to invest 2000 in his mine agreeing
that our dividends should be at least 20per cent exclusive of the African pull
A few weeks later after riding overto Deep Gulch and finding nothing butthe gulch there we went to Tusconand called on the gentleman referredto He not only sent us word that hewas out but escaped by the backdoor and gave us a gallop of ten milesto overtake him When we finallybrought him to bay hg counted out ourmoney and dividends in such a hurry
that we found ourself 50 ahead of thegame We hadnt any particular busi-
ness

¬

with him after the transaction hadbeen conclude and so did not inter¬
fere progress toward sunriseIf the St Louis widow or any
other widow or person owning sharesin the Deep Guloh mine willcome out here we will take great pleas-
ure

¬
in showing them thV aforesaidgulch but as to the mine and thepresident and the board of directors-

and dividends the trail is too old to
follow We have considerable to do
with mines and we have 7de somemoney in hat sort of speculation butIt has always been because we happenedto be on the ground just before the fel¬

low was ready to leave th3 country
and just at a time when he didnt wantto stay to be buried at our expense

hu f f i
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Boa Constrictors Rattlers
Lordly fand

SERPENTS KEEN HUNTERS

THEY SEVER ATTEMPT TO CHARM
THEIR REY

SimUa Enchantments Unknown to
XntunrllistM AVlio Have Studio
the Ophidians IaIJisCatnc-
lUeiIIHA Fatal Cnriosit3i
Lihtlll1 er ExecntonHuntiug in
the Forest Waiting Game

BY G R OREILLY
Copyright 1S04 by S S McClure Lim ¬

ited
Written for the Salt Lake Herald

When I lived in the island of Trinidad
in 1890 I had two baby boa constrictorsjust born They were about as thick as
a mans thumb and fifteen inches long
For their first meal I gave to one a
mouse and to the other a humming bird
which they killed and swallowed with all
the formalities of their eldeis After-
wards

¬

arose a difficulty which ended in
the death of one forwhile he who hadhad the mouse being more easily sup ¬
plied waxed fat andbig and in tissuewas able to take of a larger sizethe one that got the humming bird starv ¬

ed himself to death because I notsupply him with similar coullCanit be that their first meal determinestheir preferences in after lifeIt may be laid down a a rule thatcolubrine snakes venomous and non
venomous follow up their prey and catchit by persistent chase just as we haveseen the racer get Ms mouse There ishowever this to be remarked tfiHt none
of them as far as I have seen keep Itsecure by pressing with their body
against neighboring objects except theracer and some of his near relatives in
South America Whenever the animalthey catch Is smal all the harmless col
ubrines three South Africanspecies leptodeiar rufescens psammo
phis crucifer and psammophylax rhom
beatus which kill by constriction just
like boas swallow It alive but if It Is
large the pressure of their jaws kills It
in the swallowing

A LIVELY MEAL-
In May 1S91 I kept In my collection at

Port Spain In the island of Trinidad alarge macheta herpetodryas carinatusa species very like and nearly related-
to the racer whose specialty Is lizardsfrogs and birds especially eschewing-
mice and toads For two weeks this ma ¬

cheta had fasted because I had found it
difficult to obtain a supply of frogs suf¬

ficient for my numerous family
I neednt mention that he was eager to

get some when one evening a boy came
In with a goodly number I tumbled at
once fifteen Into his cage Instantly
there was a wild jumping of frogs to es ¬

cape and a violent lashing about of the
snake to catch them makingof the cage
a perfect nest 01 contusion The frogs
were only of a medium size and the
snake very large so that as soon as he
caught one it went down without trouble-
In less than three minutes he had stowed
the whole fifteen inside From the quick
spasmodic bulging of his sides at various
points r could clearly tell that they were
kicking to escape from his stomach In¬

deed so evidently were thOr alive within
him that even their fnalcronlng was
still audible for ¬

wards Want of air however soon put
to their movements and left the

wellgorged macheta at peace to digest
them

CATLIK METHODS-
To the boas hunting the word

stealthy Is very appropriate for while
the ways of the colubrines In pursuit of
their prey are decidedly doglike theways of the boss and vipers are essen-
tially

¬

catlike The boa constrictor and
the rattlesnake which we have taken as
representatives of these two latter class-
es

¬

are undoubtedly the aristocrats of
snakedom

These lordy reptiles are never to be
seen like the vulgar crowd of frogchas-
ing

¬

colubers scurrying for dear life
through rocks and bushes In pursuit of-
a dinner much less will they hasten
from the path of an enemy nor even
move an inch If he approaches menacing¬

ly or with undue rapidity but prepare
for combat like Insulted knights and be

sage
ready I necessary to dispute the pas ¬

Now let us see how very different from
the way of the racer Is the boas method-
of securing that rat he already sees and
Icngg for which has been all this time
making furious efforts to gnaw Its way
through the wires of the trap in which It
Is confined It is not more than eight feet
distant from the corner where the boa
lies coiled on the rug His snakeshlp sees
It and yet he has never made a move to
come towards It However tis time he
should get it so I open the cagetrap and
let It run loose In the room Like a flash
it runs off beneath the furniture hideamong some books climbs up the cur¬

tains tries to escape by the windows In
fact it goes everywhere except to that
corner where the boa lies

And yet what can that Irish rat
brough over on the steamers maiden voy ¬

age from Belfast know of the dangers of
a boas cons There are no snakes in Ire

A BOA DEVOURING A GOAT

land as everyone knows It can never
have possibly seen a snake and yet
Its teror of the boa is so great that In thereptiles presence It forgets Its fear of
man to such an extent that I find It diAl
cult even with a tick to drive It to thecorner where the constricting executionerawaits It

After much chasing around the room
however the rat becomes tired and oftenpauses on the carpet but only to make
another rush for freedom as soon as Imove It now frequently dashes around
close by the boa nay even sometimes
springs upon his back and Is off again
like a rubber ball before its feet have
scarcely time to touch him

Nevertheless with all this excitement
to move the waiting snake composedly
maintains the selfsame coil as before for
the motions of the lively rat are much too
quick for him to strike at

FATAL CURIOSITY
How does the boa know that If he re¬

mains quiet the curiosity of his prey
compel It to him quietly wU
catchable manner Who can tel These
problems of the psychology animalsare very difficult to solve Once more Ibusily chase the rat until at last it stops
for a moment to breathe on the open car ¬
pet within ayard of the boas nose

I now cease my pursuit whereupon it
sitsup on Its haunches and busily rubs
over Its snout with Its paws washes its
free as the boys call the performance-
Then It reaches forward and sniffs to ¬

wards the motionless snake whose only
sign of life Is the tor sue that now comes
Inquiringly out black fine and double
pointed yet not fitfully and quick to be
drawn In again as Is usually the casetut with a continuous lolling out as If
the little member had grown tired from
Inaction and needed a prolonged stretch ¬
lag

Meantime while the reptiles broad
flat head set with grayish catlike eyes
never moves at all the neck Immediately
behind It i slowly resolvingz4tseie 1t

0
a

i < u df l4

that living spring from whosedash there is no escaping norl hning
shift his general position In the slightestso that from the rats point of view thereis nothing alarming to be seen His muzle is facing towards the timorous and yet
curious rat which is still sitting up on Ushinder quarters watching that queer bifidtongue which excepting the catlike eyes
is the only sign of life it notices in theentire col

A LIGHTNING EXECUTION
Therein dash upon the rat and afolding so Instantaneously done that thedoomed time to utter asingle squeak A gunshot could not bequicker The eye is too slow to follow thesimultaneous openmouthed springreleas

ingand enfolding again which leaves thenow quivering in the throes of deathwith two coils of the snakes neck aroundIts body The reptiles jaws are heldclosed like a vice upon it nor will he letgo either with coils or teeth everypulsation of its life has unt Eventhen he will cautiously unloose his jawsat first and still holding it tightly en¬wrapped will feel over with his tongueagain and again all the exposed parts belure it ventures to I
This however he entirely unioos itafter completely releasing it he will con ¬tinue to try It with that Inquisitivetongue to make sure that it is certainlydead for no boa ever swallows livingprey

Does he cover it with beforesaUvaswallowing Certainly not snake ofany kind ever proceeds in such an unnat Itral manner He simply takes it Inwhole and unbroken drinks it aIt were

T
4

U ORErLLY

In the solid just awe saw the lively rac-
er

¬

do wihlhe mouse
Now be said to all this that both

the rat and the boa being In confinement-
and interfered with by man have not act ¬

ed In their natural manner The objection
is only of apparent value

That my interference has brought i a-

ccafusioa Is necessarily tre but us
by a close study unravel ofnature In whlwe saw just opertons

In the place the rat was in hiscage could see the boa moving on hisrug This made it fear the boa My
chasing i afer iettng it out of the trap
made it practically forget
its fear of the boa When chased it to-
fatigue It jumped many times on the-
boa without the reptiles making any ef¬

fort to show that he lived or would In¬

jure This action of his cused the rat
to regard me more than

But when I ceased It and It
I found Itself sitting close to the boa on
the floor Its former apprehension be-
came

I

nonln somewhat aroused But yet
It bar now only a remnant of Its former
fear left because it saw that the snake
being yet and all the time motionless
had not Injured It when it jumped on
him before Therefore its fear being
slight it did not retire at once and thatvery fear becoming by degrees partially
allayed allowed curiosity to grow until
finally we find that the little quadrupeds
growing curiosity flavored with a taste
of fear which mixture Is so apt to lure
men also Into danger secured for the
boa the dinner which he coveted

HUNTING IN THE FOREST-
The same thing happens every day in

the forests The boa at twilight lies
coiled by the woodside perfectly motion-
less

¬

waiting for his dinner to come
smelling around him The woodrat or
squirrel comes scouting along looking-
for its nuts or for its mate and finds it¬

self suddenly close to the apparently life ¬

less snake who if its head isln position
snatches up the luckless rodent the mo ¬

ment it pauses to sniff before jumping
away Should the snake be not in the
proper position of course the game
springs off for yard or so and sits up
there on its hind legs to see if its fears
were justified Meanwhile the snake is
getting ready but with such gentle and
imperceptible slowness that the wonder
Ing rat sees no great cause for alarm
and soon approaches again urged on by
that fatal curiosity made sti more ac ¬

tive by lessening fear it enters
cautiously sniffing with outstretched-
neck within the magic circle of the boas
striking distance when its doom is cer ¬

tainly and Instantly sealed
This mingled union of curiosity and

fear the former ever growing more as
the latter decreases Is the real explana-
tion

¬

of the socalled serpents fascination
of his prey by the power of his unblink¬

ing eyes
Tis astonishing how much verdant but

unwholesome scientific scum a dreamy
theorist can gather from the surface
waters of zoology when he lazily sits
down to consider the ways of animals
from the human point of view That

human point of view is the very ma ¬

trix of absurdity from which arises so
much that Is outre in what has been
written on mimicry fascination
nail in on animal Intelligencegeneral
He who perfectly learn to speaK
and write Italian French or Spanish-
and to judge truly the characters of
their cquntries must make of himself an
Italian Frenchman or Spaniard In

In tongue and in manners be ¬

fore he can properly speak the language-
or faithfully translate it or justly write-
of things French Italian or Spanish for
Englishspeaking people Much more
must he transform himself to do justice
to Zulu or Chinese

And if this be so for a thorough knowl ¬

edge of mere human foreigners how
much more strongly Is It true of matters
pertaining to animal psychology To In¬

wardly comprehend the ways of snakes
one must become in sorrie sense himsel
a snake Understanding the
their ordinary meanings mimicry and

fascination would probably never be
strictly true in speaking of the ways of
any animal but certainly as regards
snakes these words have no place what ¬

ever should not beused at all for
they antunfit misleading and mischiev
ousin fact to speak it plainly they are
philological lies Science demands some ¬

thing better and ought to have itstir
yourselves ye scientists Let your vo ¬

cabularybearing souls overflowbecome
serpents in so far as you can and give-

us new words that will be true transla ¬

tions of matters ophiolopical
As the boas secure their prey by wait-

ing
¬

for It and springing to seize It when-
it comes within striking distance so also i

does the velvetscaled rattlesnake and
all his relatives of the viperine family-

A WAITING GAME I

Does not the hungry boa or rattle-
snake

¬

then it may be asked go In
quest of their prey or do they walt en
coned perhaps for days in the selfsame
place waiting unti fortune may choose-
to send a meal their way Not at
all quite the contrary for they are sel-
dom

¬

a whole day in the same vicinity
They change their lurking place as the
haunts of their wildwood game may
vary

ShoUld the foodseeking rattlesnake
coiled on the hillside at evening waiting
in vain for the squirrel or chipmunk
which falls to appear notice in the dis

o

r
v t< r

I tance a flock of finches rioting among the
huckleberries slowly and cautiously he
glides down from his lichencrusted rock
and wends through the herbage his unsus-
pected

¬

way nor does he hasten in his
stealthy course but often pause and
with upstrctched neck peers ahgad
through the grass tops and daisies which

I cover him In order to be certain that still
his direction Is right and that yonder in

j the bushes a fluttering victim yet awaits
I
himHis motto Is Lente festlna Time
enough says he to hlnself aa bird
flies right over him lofty hem ¬

i locks behindI to grlewellgorged
craw on the topmost but as
passed she saw him now sends
those wellknown notes of alarm icause her feeding comtuinlons to Join
Then she gets courage from company
flies back to the spot for she
where she saw him and sits on marke
fras close to his lurking place Thence
she uterher warnings She sees him en

birch stump for he stopped
I when the flock flitted over and coiled to
await their returningQuiet he and cray like thebirch stump beside him Soon they are

t fluttering around him and none of him
troves but his tongue points all trem¬
bling like wings of an Insect or pine nee ¬
dles hanging In cobwebs so commonly
seen about birch stumps Their fear hav¬
lug almost departed they alight not farfrom him to view him A cftrlous oneheps on thl stump top then Instantly out
strike rattler and snatchs her pierced

fang points distilling their venom
within her Right down through her backnear tha shoulders they are embedded In

I
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her lungs She dies in five seconds for
when snake vencm Is directly injected In ¬

to the lungs tis most certain and quickest
of al to sniff life out The lightning

not kill her quicker Ive seen the
tame happa quite often In his mouth

fast her dead body nor will he
let go till he swallows nor does he regaher comoanions now screaming futtering in terror In madnes In fact
above him watch till he
swallows well witness his ctchingan-other that haopens to flutter closely

Just here It may be asked wi thedeathstriking rattler or other dare
to hold in like manner till It dies a pow ¬

erful rat or squirrel fiercely armed with
dangerous teeth that could with one
death bltetsever his vertebra and
him while dying kU

Oh no The venombearing vipers
know their business too well for thatTis only the smal and weakling prey
they dare to in Its death throes
The large and dangerous animal Is I

struck as surely but never heldnot

RATTLER AND ITS PREY

even for a single instant The prudent
snake strikes out like lightning and flies
back to his coil just as quickly ready at
once to defend himself or repeat the
stroke if necessary He watches it in Its
death struggles and when all motion has

I ceased glides slowly around the lifeless
corpse just as the boa does examines iall over with his tongue to see that It
surely dead and then commences to
swallow-As quadrupeds of the ca-
nine

¬

kind generally hunt by day and fe ¬

line ones at dusk at night when the
moon Is clear or during the hours about
the dawn so too do the serpents which
pursue their prey by similar methods

When over the hilltops the morning
sun pours Into the valleys and rouses
the diurnal animals from their lairs the
duskloving vipers and boas retire to the
twilight shade of a thicket or hollow
tree or hide themselves away In some
rocky cavern wherein to pass in quiet
the hours of heat and glare and wal for
the sombre shadows of evening fall
when they may again He In walt by the
drinking place or watch encolled for
their victims as they pass on the forest
path

On the other hand In the brightness-
and warmth of the noonday the colu
brme serpents are mostly abroad busily
seeking for their fishes and toads by the
swampside as the garter and water
snakes do basking In the sun as the
spending adder on the sand hills or as
the black racer gliding like restless spir¬

its through the tall weeds that fringe the
brook side seeking for the insectcatch ¬

ing quickdiving frogs or the field mice
that come there to drink while some you
will find In the tree tops watching from
leafy ambush amidst fruit jr flowers
for the birds they see flitting around
them

We have now seen how the colubers
that Is to say the common snakes co¬

bras or coral snakes chase their prey
like dogs how vipers and boas He In
wait for and spring on It the laterstrangling it to death with their

Such are the methods of serpents in
catching and killing their prey

A CYCLING PRINCESS
I

Au Italian Lady Who Defied Court
Etiquette

Rome Correspondence London Telegraph
Bicycles caused no end of bad blood-

in more senses than one It Is to be

fearedbeore finally obtaining the right
among orthodox vehicles-

of the road and universal though they
have now become among ordinary mor ¬

tals they have still a deal of uphiwork to accomplish before
status among the surroundings of royal-
ty

¬

Of course a prince or a king may
bestride a wheel and do anything but
break a record or his neck but were nprincess to so far forget what she owed-
to her house her dignity and her long
line of ancestors as to patronize this
democratic means of locomotion the
whole civilized world would stand aghast-
at the desecraton of royalty Implied by
the Is the horrible deed
that has Just been announced by the
telegraph and has thrown Italian court
circles Into ceremonial convulsions The
catastrophe occurred In Turin and the
heroine and victim the lady Is both-
Is the pretty accomplished young widow-
of the Duchess of Aosta who is staying-
at the caste of Stupmlgl Princess lilarla

sisterinlaw of the present
King of Italy she having married in 1SSS
his brother Prmce Amadeo Duke of
Aosta who died In 1S90V

1

fJ
r

The lady who Is a Bonaparte is notmerely accomplished and pretty but Isbrimful of life and fun and takes a posi ¬
tive delight In trampling upon the rigidcourt ceremonials of past ages The lastof her frolics was executed on a bicycle
made for one She sat out a few daysago on one of these tabooed vehicles ac¬
companied by a maid of honor and twocourt cavaliers and after a long ride theparty were found flying up one of theshady avenues leading to the palace ofthe Duke of Aosta when a company ofsoldiers commanded by a major metthem half way glanced at them furtive ¬ly and perhaps a trifle too curiouslycritically and marched on without and
ing a sign The Duchess rendered moresensitive than usual br the consciousnessthat she was transgressing the bounds ofcourt etiquette felt hurt at not beingsaluted In the approved fashion bt themajor and his soldiers This was per¬haps human nature and as such excus ¬
able But the lively lady wentfurther she actually complained much
conduct of the major who had she af¬
firmed culpably neglected to salute herThe commandant of Turin GeneralDOncion de la Batin at once summonedthe officer to appear before him antiexplain his conduct The major said hewas guiltless of any offense as he didnot recognize the high born lady oddlydressed and seated between two wheelsand would never have permitted himselfto think of her highness as a mere bi¬cyclist Had he known or suspected Itwas she of course he would have etcetc General de la Batln uncertain whatcourse to take appealed to the Solomonic
wisdom of the war minister to whom
he forwarded a detailed report of thewhole occurrence asking for Instructionsas to the punishment to be meted outto the major whom he meanwhile kept
In arrest

The minister of war if not precisely a
Solomon was at least quite shrewdenough to see that the ground he was 1treading was courtly if not holyand In ¬
stead of taking the responsibility upon
himself demanded an audience of theking before whom he laid the report of
the commandant The monarch cut the
Gordian knot In a twinkling He sent a
telegraphic order to Turin releasing the
major from arrest and entirely exonerat-
ing

¬

him in the matter This however
was the solution of only onehalf of the
question the remaining moiety concerned
the lively young widow and the king
sent his bicycleloving sisterinlaw an
order forbidding her to attire herself in
red court costume for the space of two
calendar months a prohibItion which Is
equivalent to strict domestic arrest for
that period The princess Is therefore
absolutely invisible to the good citizens
of Turin who were wont to watch and
salute her two or three times dally as
she rode or drove or walked about the
streets of the historic old city The in ¬

habitants console themselves by gazing
for hours through the windows of the
photographers shops where a series of
ten magnificent portraits In various po-
sitions

¬

and costumes attract hundreds
of loyal sympathizers I now learn that jsentence has also been pronounced on
one of the court cayallers who accom
panied the duchess on her bicycling ex-
peditlon The Marquis of Moncrlvello has
been summarily dismissed from his post
by order of the king who is said to be
extremely annoyed at the evident deter-
mination

J
of his sisterinlaw to put all

traditional notions of court etiquette at
naught and to have announced his inten-
tion

¬

to punish much more severely all I
future transgressions
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